[Neutropenia and fever in the patient with cancer].
Infection in the immunocompromised host is a serious clinical situation due to its high morbi-mortality and is one of the most frequent complications in the patient with cancer. In patients treated with chemotherapy, the risk of infection basically depends on the duration and intensity of the neutropenia. It is essential to evaluate, the most probable pathogen involved to initiate, a priori, the most suitable treatment, and also to evaluate the general clinical situation of the patient, because from the very beginning the treatment is quite aggressive. Outpatient care is possible for patients at "low risk" of complications. By evaluating the antecedents and clinical history of the patient, through physical exploration and from the data of laboratory and radiological explorations these points can be acknowledged. The early start of broad spectrum antibiotherapy is crucial, and in this chapter we review the most recent therapeutical recommendations.